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PSALM LXVI. 16. 


Come and hear all ye that fear GOD , 
and I will declare what he hath done 
for my Soul. 

ft 

D AVID knowing how the Wicked arc 

often dilpofed to feoff and make a jell 
of Religion, and how they trample 
the moft valuable pearls under their 
feet, feems to pafs them over, and 
calls only up the Saints to heai his relation of what 
God had done for him \ and this not to exalt him- 
fclf, but the free grace of him who worketh in all 
his people to will and to do of his good pleafure. 

Mv defign is to declare to God’s people what I 
humbly hope and truft the Lord hath, in infinite 
mercy, done for my Lul. 

I readily acknowledge that I was totally ruined 
in the firft Adam> and that there is no recovery but 
through the ftcond Adam, who is the Lord from 
heaven. I was born in fin and ihapen in iniquity •, 
my heart is by nature full of enmity to God, and 
naturally in me there dwelleth no good thing. I 
was full of that principle of fin which rnuft have 
rendred me mifcrablc to all Eternity, if the free 
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grace of God in Jefus Chrift had not fuperaboun- 
ded. 

Early I went aftray from God, and mod pre- 
fumptuoufly dar’d to wander in the broad road to 
deftruftiori, More than twenty of mv firft years 
1 lived without God in the world ; during which 
time I received feveral very rtmaikablc deliver- 
ances, when my life was in moll imminent danger. 
It was by nothing fhorc of repeated miracles of grace 
I was kept out of hell. 1 br< ke the molt folemn 
vows, made in ficknefs, — l griev’d away God’s 
Spirit,-! lived a poor lile ; indeed I was a cnief 
oi Tinners ; until God was pie a fed, in great mercy, 
to lead me did to an external reformation. 

In my nineteenth year I entred Yale-College, 
and took upon me a feiemn profeffion of religion, 
from which time I conftantly attended the holy 
ordinance of the Lord’s (upper ; — and was kept 
back from outward immoralities, — and often 
went the round of external duties. But ftill I re- 
mained an utter ftranger to the power of godli- 
nrf«, until God was plcafed to come, as I humbly 
trull, by his power and grace, and break the do- 
minion of fin in my foul. 

This ever memorable feafon to roe was in the 
year 1764. in the 23d of mv age, and 3d at Col- 
lege. In the beginning of this year I determined 
to follow the civil law, for I judg’d myfelf uncon- 
verted and not fit to preach the gofpel. And be- 
Tides, this appeared the moft probable way to 
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honour and preferment. And I had fome hopes 
of making my falvation coincide with a profper- 
ous calling, which I apprehended would be doubly 
advantageous.— Having come to this determi- 
naticn, I did in fome meafure apply myfelf to the 
ftudy of the law until the 17th day of June. 

v 

This Lord’s day evening, having attended a 
religious conference after divine fervice, I was led 
to confider on the (late of mind I was in. I faw 
plainly that my heart was not right with God. I 
found that holy time had always been a burden to 
me, and rhat in the folemn woi fhip of God 1 had 
no delight. And from a fenfe of my fmfulnefs, 
which even attended my beft performances, I deter- 
mined that 1 was in danger of immediate damna- 
tion, and that if I then d rop’d dead, I muff una- 
voidably drop into hell. 1 had often fear’d this 
was my cafe, but now I gave in to it with my 
whole foul that it mud be la 

This night, I came to a full refolution that I would 
lay afide all other things and feck after falvation 
that I would turn my back to the riches, honours 
and p!ea r ures of the world, and fet out for heaven. 
I determined that, If I mull perifli, I had as goed 
perifh without the world as with i:. And 1 was 
perlwaded that, unlefs I let the world go, I (hould 
never take hold on heaven ; but if 1 let it go and 
fought for heaven, there was a pcffibility I might 
obtain 5 and I refblved to try this pcffibility to 
the utmoft. And feeing the perfidy cf fome, who 
profefied friendfhip, 1 could .01 forbear faying 
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with the Roman Orator, 0 D it Immortales , ubinam 
gentium fumus ! 1 was (truck fick ot the favour 
and applause of men, it was io uncertain, But I 
determined to (eek the friendfliip of One who 
lliould never forlake me. Now I faw t fiat ii I 
went back it was certain death, and though I at- 
tempted to go forward, yet there was great danger 
of coming (hort ; but the may be that I (hould 
obtain fupported me from utter dtfpair. 

From this time I began to be convinced of my 
miferable ftate and need of help, more than 1 ever 
had been before. 1 had formerly been greatly 
concerned in times of danger, but as foon as the 
danger was over my concern was gone, and my 
vows were foon forgot •, but now I was in full 
life, and I faw no danger around me except that 
my fins continually expofed me to the wrath ot an 
angry God. 


And now, for near four weeks, it feemed I mud 
make or break for eternity foon. 1 was ready to 
fear this was the laft time that ever God would 
call. Sometimes 1 compared myfelf to a con* 
demned criminal gr >ing to prifon, and from prilon 
to execution. I felt the fentence of death in my- 
fclf, and l was ready to fay, O my fins, my wil- 
ful fins 1 It Items i rnuft die ! I have not the lead 
claim to divine mercy ! And if I was alone with 
my Bihle, this was a very uncomfortable book to 
me, for 1 was the mark to which all it*s woes were 
pointed, and I faw not one promife for me. But 
1 fearched out God’s merciful dealings to others^ 

# How 
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How he delivered Ifrael when they cryed to him 
at the red fea How he accepted a wicked 
Manaffah i~How he received a returning Prodi- 
gal, and pardon’d a Thief on the crofs. And I 
pleaded that God would difplay the like mercy 
upon me. Sometimes I attempted to plead with 
the Cyrophenician women. Lord let m^ be a dog 
if 1 may but eat of the crumbs that fall from thy 
table ! But all my pleadings afforded me no com- 
fort ; I apprehended I was (till as much cxpolcd 
to the divine wrath as ever. 

Hearing an eminent faint mention his confidence 
in God and readinefs to die, I was perfwaded that 
others felt fomething in godlinefs that I was a 
ftranger to* O I thought I would have given a 
thouland worlds to be fo happy ! I envied them 
more than I did Kings upon their thrones. When 
I read the triumph of Martyrs in the flames, it 
convinced me that I was a ftranger to their reli- 
gion. And what 1 ftiould do, it called to fuffer 
martyrdom, I knew not *, but found myfdf all 
unwilling to burn for Chrift, and all unprepared too. 
Now I refolvcd to live as upright as I could, 
though I ftiould only procure a cooler place in 
hell by it. But I found that all I could do came 
infinitely ftiort of anfweringthe purpofe * it neither 
fatisfied God’s broken law, nor quieted my guilty 
conicience. But I deferved to be damned ; and 
to he»l I mud go if the Lord did not have mercy 

on me. 1 often wilhed in the bitternefs of my 

foul, that I had never been born. I could fay, O 
happy birds, happy brutes ! When you die, there 

is 



[ 8 j 

is an end of your mifery ; but I Ihall live to all 
eternity, I fear to be a monument of divine wrath. 

Sometimes I retired from Coliege to a folitary 
field, and Ipent the day in prayer and fading, t 
thought, if God's mercies could not draw me, I 
widied God would fend fome fore rod that (hould 
drive me to him. O methought I could rejoice 
to fuffer any thing but hell's eternal torments! 
Thele frighted me ! I could not endure to think of 
going away with devils to fpend a long eternity 
in the flaming regions of defpair. 

Sometimes I felt a tender concern for my friends* 
and thought I mud go home and exhort them to 
fet out for heaven. 

On the 13 th day of July l nude, or renewed 
the lollowing refolution. 1 rcfolve to fpend, fo 
far as I am able, my whole life in the fervice of 
God, becaufe that, and a thoufand lives are his 
due ; and then if God is pleafed to damn me, he 
is juft. It feemed I could fay, My foul, wait thou 
only on God, for my expc&ation is from him. 
When 1 read of preffing into the kingdom of hca* 
ven, it feemed that 1 was the perfon, and I was 
fome encouraged to prefs forward. 1 could fay* 

0 may the Lord never (offer me to give ovtr 
feeking \ who knows but I may obtain mercy* 
though it fhould be in the lad hour of my life ! 

On the 14 th of July, it being the Lord's day* 

1 felt fome unufual peace and quiet in my foul ; 
f enjoyed fome fweet contemplations on the divide 
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attributes. This was firft perceived in prayer* 
My mind was comfortable for a feafon, and then 
again it was beclouded, but {fill 1 determined to 
follow on to know the Lord. Ic feemed 1 hardly 
knew what thefe things (hould mean while I pon- 
dered them in my heart. I had fuch an earneft 
defire for the falvation of others, that I could not 
lie down until i had invited them to fet out with 
me for heaven. My arguments I thought mult 
perfwade every rational being. 

The next morning, as 1 was walking in a folitary 
field, I came to this full and hearty refutation. 
That 1 would venture all upon the feas for Chrift ; 
though my bark was (lender, and the feas rough 
with (forms and rocks, yet I was conftrained to 
pu(h off, and venture all, one time, to go to Chrift. 
1 thought it was time to make or break for eter- 
nity, and I (hould never have a fairer profpeft for 
wining than now. Some part of this day, heaven 
appeared too great a blcffing to be beftowed on 
fuch an undeleting worm as I am. This paffage 
dwelt with great iweetnefs in my mind. When 
Zion traveled {he brought forth . 

But in the evening my foul was ravifhed with 
a view of God’s wonderful grace and mercy in 
Jefus Chrift ! My foul went out after God. His 
glory appeared in all his works of nature and 
grace. I was aftonifhed that 1 had been fo infen- 
fible of it ! My foul was full ! 1 lay down and 
thought 1 could hold no more. I had fuch a foul-* 
ravilhing view of God and holinefs, and the way of 
falvation by Chrift, that 1 was further from deep 
than ever 1 had been before. My thoughts fome- 
times flow’d in this channel. O how glorious it 
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k to keep all God's commands !— to live devoted 
to his fervice ♦, this (lull he my happmefs eoall eter- 
nity. O, if call’d to it, I now can chearfully fuffer 
all the torments or men and devils for the caufe 
of my gl >rious Lord. But foon my joys where 
mixed with a (harp ddtrefs for my friends, and 
for all mankind, who are out of Chrift. O I 
long’d to have them leave the vanities of the world 
and go to heaven with me ! Now one precious 
loul appear’d of m >re value than a thoufand 
worlds. I was now willing, if God call’d me, to 
fpend and be fpent in warning finners to fly from 
wrath, and efcape to Jefus Chrift. Now it plealed 
an infinitely gracious God to give me an earned 
defire to enter on theGofpel Miniftry ; preaching 
Chrift, and gathering fouls into his kingdom, 
feem’d infinitely more dclirable than to hold the 
empire of the world •, and if it were God’s will I 
wifhed to go to the ends of the earth and preach 
•rill I died — / had fweet views of death, judg- 
ment an! a glorious eternity. Verily this night 
feemM like a time of rcfrefh'tng from the prefence 
of the Lord. 

The next morning the works of God all around 
me appeared wonderfully glorious, and my foul 
was filled with fweet contemplations on divine 
things, and the holy Scriptures feem’d to unfold 
to view wonderful and glorious realities, that 1 
had never fuch a fenfe of before. And, while l 
eni w’d thefe contemplations, / thought myfelf 
infiorcly more rich and happy than if / poffcfs’d 
all the gold of Potofa. Thus my foul continued 
peaceful and jnyous, near two days, ’till I fell into 
great darkaefs and fears again. But let me fpeak 
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it for the glory of Got), He hath often been gra- 
cioufly plcafed to fhinc into my foul the ligut of 
his reconciled countenance, and to afford me that 
peace the world cannot give, and that love which 
many waters canrvot quench. 

About this time 1 went home, and ferioufly in- 
treated many of my dear friends and former ac- 
quaintances to fet out with me for heaven. 

And, after I returned to College, 1 had fuch an 
unutterable defire for the falvation of my gay 
young friends there, that I thought I coo ! \ if 
pofiible, have taken them in my aims and carried 
them through the bowels of hell and death, if their 
precious fouls might be landed on the Ihjres of 
blifs. Thefc things lay wi;h fuch weight upon rny 
mind, that one day, after noon- recitation, / pub- 
licly invited all my Clafs Mates to favour me with 
a vi( in the afternoon, if it were agreable. Tbtfe 
fprightly youth foon underftood what fort of an 
entertainment they were like to have. And / be- 
lieve / was not mifinformed, when / was told that 
this (truck many with a ferious furprize. 

Accordingly, in the afternoon, a confiderablc 
number came in to fee me. 1 foon let them know 
my fentiments about religion, and where / thought 
the main body of the world were going,— and the 
infinite danger of our being loft with them. The 
fubftance of what I offer’d was in the method of 
plain converJation, as follows. 

Gentlemen, I don’t know how you will be plea- 
fed with my entertainment, perhaps you will think 
it uncommon, but I offer it as the beft 1 have, 
whether you will accept of it, or not. For fomc 
time paft 1 have had a great defue to open my 
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mind to you about our immortal intereft. — I don’t 
mean to take on me to be your teacher, nor do 
I now reprove any of you in particular ; but I 
long to fpeak to you about the lalvation of our 
fouls. It may be fome will defpife me for this, but 
if you tread me under your feet it fhall not hinder 
my fpeaking what I know to be truth, and of in- 
finite importance to you and me. You know, my 
friends, we are all haftening into the eternal world ! 
Pray let us confider of what importance it is that 
we fnould now get thrift Jcfus formed in our 
fouls. If this is not done fpeedily, the time may 
foon be too late. I am perfwaded that nothing 
Ihort of having real holinefs in our hearts can fit 
us for heaven. You know that I have fome time 
ago made a profefiion of religion, and have attend- 
ed the facrament of the Lord’s lupper ; and l iup- 
pofc that fome of you thought l was accented 
with real godlinefs ; but I aflure you I was igno- 
rant of it ; I was an utter ftranger to that religion, 
which I now fee the Bible points out. 1 find that 
the only way to come to Chrift is to pare with e- 
very thing for him and take him as our only por- 
tion ; and there is no pi ftibility of receiving Chrift 
any other way. And what good will the riches, 
honours and pleafures of the world do us prefent- 
ly, when we come to die, if we have no Chrift to 
lave us ? Had we not better leave our purfuit after 
theie things and feek earneftly for the falvation of 
our fouls ? If we loofe the world and obtain hea- 
ven, we (hall be infinite gainers. And if we fhouid 
be damn’d, we had better be damn’d without the 
world than with it ; feeing it will only fink us 
deeper in hell> and all our abus’d enjoyments will 
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aggravate r ruin to eternity. Why then Ihalt 
we damn ou fouls for that which will finally inrage 
the flames of hell upon us ? Do let us run the ven- 
ture one time. We (hall never repent it. What 
if we are defpifed while we live ? That will be no 
matter to us, by and by, when you and I are dead. 
Our duft will then be as good as the duft of King*. 
All the prelent diftinftions of honour are only for 
a moment ; there will be no diftin&ion in the te- 
furre&ion. O, if we would be wife, let us ftrive 
to enter into the kingdom of heaven ; it is the vi- 
olent that take it. And if we arc fo happy as to 
obtain this we have all j but if we loofe it, and 
have all the world we are miferable ; for in the re- 
furreftion day this world (hall be burnt up. O 
how dreadful for us to loole our fouls ! — Better 
for us it we had never been born ! Our falvation 
is lo urdpeakably great that it is worth feeking all 
our days, though we fhould not obtain it *011 the 
lad hour of our lives, and then fhould obtain but 
the lowed place in heaven. — And, great as this 
falvation is, ic may be obtained. I hope that I 9 
who have been a 9 great a (inner as any of you, 
have been enabled, through grace, to obtain. And 
now I would not part with my falvation for tea 
thoufand worlds, — Nor would I for every thing 
run the rifque of it again, as I have done before. 

Don’t let us hope to find.happinefs out of Chrift ; 
we (hall furely be midaken. I once tho’c to feek 
thefe things in an honed way, and then I would 
add Chrid to them, and fo make up a portion with 
the world and Chrid together : But I fee this is 
the way to be damn’d eternally \ Chrid will never 
be our portion ’till we part with all for Him ; and 
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ibis he has told os plainly. O what will it be to 
perifh ! The world are not going to heaven, in 
the courfe they are now in, — they are furely going 
to deftruftion, and I have long been going with 
them. But now I ain perfwaded that none but 
thofe that ftem the current of the world are going 
to heaven ; and we (hall foon find it fo. None 
will go to heaven but they that have the white 
ftone, and in the (lone a new name written which 
no man knoweth, fave he that receivcth it. 

I don’t condemn any of you whole external con- 
deft is morally good,— God only knows the heart ; 
but this 1 know, that moral conduft without a 
moral heart will never lead us to heaven. Many 
of you doubtlefs own that my conduft, in the main, 
has been morally good, fince you knew me at this 
College ; but I was in the way to hell *, I knew 
nothing about any heart-felt religion, and why it is 
that God now makes thcfe cnfcoveiies to me I know 
not. I have been as wicked as any of you, and 
dcferv’d his wrath. 

I'purpofe now to fet out and take my journey 
towards the heavenly Zion : And as for you, that 
arc willing to go with me, I am heartily glad of your 
company. O my dear Clafs- Mates, nothing would 
rejoice me fo much ! I long that we may ail fet out 
and go together ! It breaks my heart to think of 
leaving one of you to perifh in the workTs impend- 
ing ruin. I fuppofe fonoc of you think, as I Ihould 
once have thought, that I am crazy, and talk mad ; 
but I allure you, I am not,— I am now in my right 
mind I ufed to be mad and crazy before this ; 
but now I aft according to right realon,— and what 
J have fpokeo is not from any furfden pafiiun, but 
jt is the folemn apprehenfion of things that I have 
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had for fome weeks paft. And I have often defied 
to exprefs myfelf to you, while fomething hinder*d 
me. But now, if you Ihould prdent a iword at 
my heart, I could not hold my peace. Thu* I 

offer’d : And blefled be God there were form 

who faithfully foconded me ! 

The devil has long been a great enemy to fuch 
things.— And aow whatever any perfons lhall think 
or fay of me, ic is very immaterial : To God I (land 
or fail but this 1 think, and this I fay : After 
feven years of calm and mature confideration, 1 am 
confirmed in the fame opinion I was of then. I 
dill think a9 I then thought. I ftill preach as I 
then convers’d, and this may I continue to do* 
while I live. 

O blefled be the Lord that ever I was bom, that 
I was born to hear the gofpel’s joyful found ! And 
more abundantly that ever my heart was bowed to 
receive it. O bkffed be the Lord for that memo- 
rable month (to me) of July, in the year 1764. 
That was the glorious year, that was the blefled 
month (though I cannot fix upon the day) in which 
I humbly hope falvation was brought to my foul. 

And now may the Lord be abundantly praifed 
for that iroft defiiable and glorious empl jyment, 
to which he hath been gracioofly plea led to call io 
unworthy a creature, even to preach the everlaftmg 
gofpel of his 0*0 dear Son. 

Being railed, as I humbly truft, by the holy fpi- 
rir, I was folemnlv fet apart to this great work by 
prayer and tailing and the laving on of the hand* 
of the jmfbytery ; which was on the lathday 
of June, A. D. 1766. 

O my 
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O my Icannefs ! My leanncfs ! How infufTicicnt 
am I for thefe things ? But, if ever 1 have been ho- 
noured to be inftrumental of good to any, l pray 
that Chrift, by whofe power this good was effected, 
may have all the glory anu praife forever. 

And as I have been marveloufiy continued from 
the grave, and am yet fuffered to go on in this cal- 
ling of callings, may it be my daily employment 
while l live ! And may the Lord that hath called 
me of his own tree grace, make me faithful unto 
the death ! 

This, my dear friends, you will pleafe to accept 
of as my humble apology for taking all opportu- 
nities to preach the everlafting g'fpel at home 
and abroad. 

And l do earoeflly crave the prayers of God’s 
people, to whom l humbly addrefs this difeourfe, 
that I, who can do nothing of m>(elf, may be 
^rengthened and own’d of God in this great work. 
S ometimes the woid of the Lord is like a fire in my 
bones, and 1 can have no red ’till 1 deliver it. If 
any people are mad and crazy, itis thofe that have 
never been New Born . I hope my friends who 
difitke my relation are willing to give a better. 

Now to God that made us, to Chrift that re- 
deem’d us, to the Holy Ghoft that lanftifieth us, 
One God, be aicribed by all in heaven, and by all 
in earth, conllanr;, ardent and eternal praifes, world 
without end ! A M E N. 

Enfield, March, 

A. D. 1772. 


